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Canadian filmmaker Deepa Mehta’s 
(Water, Midnight’s Children) latest 
film is a drama that explores a 
violent clash of culture and crime. 

It is loosely based on the notorious 
B.C. gangster “Bindy” Singh Johal 
and the Punjabi mafia gangs of 
second and third generation Indian 
immigrants that operated in and 
around Vancouver in the 1990s. 

Jeet Johar is a devoted family 
man and observant member of 
the Jat Sikh community but also 
a merciless gangster who leads 
a team of flamboyant young 
men, known as the Beeba Boys. 
Competing with other local 
Asian gangs for supremacy in the 
Vancouver underworld of drugs 

and arms trafficking, Jeet leads his 
band into battle for their piece of 
this lucrative, illicit market. Along 
the way, Jeet mentors a new gang 
member and romances a woman 
who serves on the jury at his murder 
trial.

Mehta explores the complex 
tensions of this male-centric 
gangland mentality and how it 
entices the men to pursue a life of 
crime and violence for its promises 
of power and wealth. The film 
is also very provocative in its 
exploration of the themes of racism 
and marginalization that opens the 
door for the Beeba Boys to follow 
this destructive path.

Beeba Boys
Wednesday, November 4 th, 7:00pm

Canada
(ENGLISH)    100 min

KELOWNA FILM SOCIETY 

THE

FALL 2015
 Cinema Guide

SEPTEMBER TO NOVEMBER

KELOWNA, BC • SHOWTIME 7:00 PM
SINGLE TICKETS & 5 FILM PASSES AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR

KELOWNA 
SHOWTIME   7:00 PM

Contemporary World Cinema

PRESENTS

THE

Printed in Kelowna by 



Comedy legend Lily Tomlin shines 
in this spirited and touching 
film from Paul Weitz, a sharply 
observed comedy-drama about 
intergenerational relations and how 
our past is never really left behind.

Tomlin is perfect as an aging, 
widowed, lesbian academic, who 
receives a surprise visit from her 
teenage granddaughter, Sage (Julia 
Garner), who is pregnant and in 
dire need of cash for her doctor’s 
appointment later that same day.  

Temporarily broke, Grandma Elle 
and Sage spend the day trying to get 
their hands on some cash as their 
unannounced visits to old friends 
and flames end up rattling skeletons 

and digging up secrets.  And on their 
journey, the two women are able 
to achieve a new honesty in their 
relationship, and begin to chart a 
way forward together.

Mixing laughter and tears to 
marvellous effect, Grandma 
addresses such subjects as loss, 
love and motherhood with both wry 
humour and refreshing honesty.

“The light-handed pacing belies 
all the writer-director packs in: 
abortion, politics, aging, health care, 
sexuality, economics and the radical 
notion that a woman can be the 
subject of her own life.” 
 Katharine Pushkar,  
 New York Daily News

The title comes from the lyrics of 
John Lennon’s “Strawberry Fields 
Forever”, (the song continues: 
“Misunderstanding all you see”). 

Antonio, played by Javier Camera, is 
a teacher and a Beatles fan, so much 
so that his students discuss the lyrics 
of Beatles songs. This charming, 
nostalgic road movie is inspired by 
a true story of a high school English 
teacher – a devoted Beatles fan – who 
drove across Spain to meet his idol 
John Lennon on the set of How I Won 
the War in Almeria in 1966, to clarify 
some lyrics he couldn’t understand. 

Antonio hopes to persuade Lennon 
to print song lyrics on his albums, so 
his students, and everyone else, can’t 
mangle or misinterpret them so easily 
in translation.

From this historical titbit director 
David Trueba has concocted an 
engaging comic drama, imagining 
Antonio’s interactions with two 
teenage runaways he picks up 
along the way. It evokes a period 
of transition, when the Franco 
dictatorship could no longer shield 
youth from pop cultural influences. 

The relationship between these 
travellers evolves in this beautifully 
shot picture. By the end, the title, 
which seemed like just an arbitrary 
reference to “Strawberry Fields 
Forever,” reveals itself as appropriate 
and earned.

Winner of multiple Goya Awards – the 
Spanish Oscars – including Best Film, 
Director, Screenplay and Actor.

Official Selection, Toronto 
International Film Festival 2014. An 
awkward teenage outcast (2014 TIFF 
Rising Star, Julia Sarah Stone) finds 
unlikely companions in two aged 
residents of the retirement home 
where she works, in this charming 
and poignant debut by Canadian 
director, Lindsay MacKay.

It’s spring term in a small town, 
bringing swimming lessons, hanging 
out with your best friends, new 
classes and new possibilities. But 
this year, things are different for 
14 year old Sam. Her friends are 
moving on, focusing on boys, and 
experimenting with drugs, while Sam 
is too uncomfortable even to take 
off her swimsuit in front of the other 
more developed girls.

Forced by her mother to work in a 
retirement home, Sam makes friends 
with Judith, a sweet and silent lady 
who enjoys watching Sam, and Ed, 
a grumpy and private fellow who 
continually attempts to leave the 
home and hitchhike out of there. 
As Sam learns a little about these 
elderly folks, she also learns a lot 
about herself, and begins to take the 
first steps towards self-acceptance.

“Another great debut Canadian 
feature in a year full of great debuts, 
this almost painfully realistic coming 
of age tale deals with body issues, 
awkward burgeoning sexuality, and 
how the young and old interact with 
splendid results.” 
 Andrew Parker,  
 “Dork Shelf,” TIFF 2014

In the aftermath of the Cultural 
Revolution, a woman struggles to 
regain her memory and reconnect 
with her husband, in this enthralling 
and emotional drama from Zhang 
Yimou (Raise the Red Lantern, Hero). 

The time is the early 1970s when 
Feng Wanyu (played by superstar 
Gong Li) is a teacher whose 
husband, Lu Yanshi (Chen Daoming), 
is sent away by the authorities 
to undergo “re-education.” After 
an ill-fated escape, a heart-
breaking betrayal and many years 
of incarceration, Lu is finally 
exonerated and discharged from a 
labour camp. Released during the 
last days of the Cultural Revolution, 
he returns home to find that his wife 
is suffering from amnesia, probably 
caused by a head injury on the day of 
his re-arrest.

Unable to recognize Lu, Feng 
patiently waits for her husband’s 
return. It proves to be impossible for 
him to live with her, so he presents 
himself in several different guises 
as a visitor to the house, just to talk 
and be near her. Meanwhile, she 
continues to long for the husband 
she loves, to hang on to his letters, 
and to visit the station where she 
expects his train will soon arrive.

“Those who accuse the film of 
skirting around its political context 
by not directly recounting events 
might well be reminded that 
Feng’s amnesia can be read as the 
collective denial of a past too painful 
to recall... The poignant ending... 
extols forgiveness and acceptance 
as the only way to move on.” 
 Maggie Lee,  
 Variety

Set during the early days of the 2012 
fundamentalist takeover of northern 
Mali, Timbuktu is a powerful drama 
about the everyday woes and 
resistance of ordinary people in a city 
overrun by extremist foreign fighters.

Under Timbuktu’s new 
fundamentalist rulers - music, 
laughter and sport have been 
prohibited; women have been 
forced to cover their heads on 
pain of death and kangaroo courts 
have been established to mete 
horrendous punishments for even 
the slightest and most absurd of 
infractions.

A proud, independent herder who 
lives on the edge of the city with his 
wife, daughter and adopted son has 
so far been unaffected by the city’s 

harsh new regime. But when a row 
over the slaughter of his prize cow 
results in him accidentally killing a 
fisherman, he witnesses firsthand 
the perversion of ‘justice’ practised 
by the city’s ruthless occupiers.

Inspired by real people and events, 
Timbuktu distills something 
luminous, lyrical and poetic whilst 
featuring stunning cinematography 
and outstanding performances from 
the cast. The film was one of the five 
finalists for the Best Foreign Language 
Film at the 2015 Academy Awards.

“[Director] Abderrahmane Sissako 
confirms his status as one of the 
true humanists of recent cinema 
with this stunningly shot and deeply 
empathetic drama.”  
 Jay Weissberg,  
 Variety

A family vacation goes badly awry in 
this charming comedy/drama from 
the creators of BBC’s Outnumbered.   
Rosamund Pike (Made in 
Dagenham) and David Tennant (TV’s 
Doctor Who, Broadchurch) star as 
a separated married couple, Doug 
and Abi McLeod. They decide to play 
happy family one last time for the 
sake of Doug’s dying father, Gordie 
(Billy Connolly, Quartet).

Set in the Scottish Highlands, they 
take their three kids for a family 
reunion in honour of Gordie’s 
birthday, hoping to keep their marital 
problems under wraps. Surrounded 
by relatives, the kids innocently reveal 
ins and outs of family life and many 

intimate details about their parents.

But as the inevitable feuds kick 
in, a completely unexpected turn 
of events, involving the children, 
causes further tensions to rise to the 
surface. And with the repercussions 
that ensue – hilarious and emotional 
in equal measure – the family are 
forced to put aside their differences 
and work together or else risk losing 
what they hold most dear.

“It’s impossible not to enjoy this big-
hearted and sweet-natured British 
family movie.”

 Peter Bradshaw,  
 The Guardian

A Brilliant Young Mind emerges as 
one of this year’s most rewarding 
discoveries. Inspired by the real-
life subject of his documentary, 
Beautiful Young Minds, first time 
feature director, Morgan Matthews 
turns his talent to fiction film making 
with wonderfully affecting results.

Diagnosed as being on the autism 
spectrum when he was a little boy, 
Nathan, a teenage math prodigy, 
has always struggled to relate 
to people, even to his mother.  
Numbers are the only thing that 
make sense to him.  But when 
attentive teacher, Mr. Humphreys, 
takes an interest in Nathan’s 
talents, doors begin to open.  

Mr. Humphrey’s unorthodox 
teaching methods soon help 
Nathan to land a spot on Great 
Britain’s team for the International 
Mathematics Olympiad to be held 
in Taipei. Nathan and his fellow 
socially awkward mathletes 
discover that they might not be as 
weird as they thought.

“Deeply affecting…Mathews’ 
affinity for the subject and empathy 
for his characters pays rich 
dividends, while his documentary 
background shines through 
with striking visual details.”                                                                                   
 Leslie Felperin 
 The Hollywood Reporter

Though divorce is never without 
cost, watching Viviane (Ronit 
Elkabetz) quietly resist the 
patriarchal system that keeps her 
tied to her husband against her will 
is both empowering and depressing. 

Viviane is seeking a divorce from 
Elisha (Simon Abkarian) after thirty 
years of marriage, not because of 
adultery or abuse but simply for lack 
of love. In her path stands rabbinical 
law, which demands the husband’s 
consent—something that Elisha 
stubbornly will not give.                                                                                                                                           

For all intents and purposes, 
Viviane, a wife and mother, is 
chattel with no rights to speak of 
and no voice or choice in her desire 

to end her long-dead marriage. Her 
only hope rests in the hands of rigid 
rabbis and a resistant husband. 

Surprisingly, there are light 
moments scattered throughout, 
usually in the testimony of some 
outspoken witness. But the dark 
reality of Viviane’s plight, and 
the plight of all women seeking a 
divorce in Israel, is impossible to 
forget. 

The tragedy here is not a single 
story but that a process so 
inequitable continues in a place that 
is considered to be enlightened. 
Gett, in moving and infuriating ways, 
exposes a very bleak corner of that 
world.
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